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Collections in English Churches for Virginia, 1623. 



[Abstract from Eng. Pub. Rec. Office, by W. N. Sainsbury.] 



1623, July? 
The King to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York : 

The Undertakers for the plantation of Virginia are now in 
hand for the erecting of some churches and Schools for the edu- 
cation of the children of those Barbarians which cannot but be 
to them a very great charge, in which his Maj. doubts not they 
and all others who wish well to the increase of Christian religion 
will be willing to give assistance and furtherance, and therein to 
make experience of the zeal and devotion of our well minded 
subjects, especially those of the Clergy. They are therefore 
required & authorized to write letters to the Bishops of the Dio- 
cesses in their Province that they give order to the Ministers and 
other Zealous men of their Diocesses both by their own example 
in Contribution and by exhortation to others to move Our Peo- 
ple to contribute to so good a work in as liberal a manner as 
they may. Collections to be made in all the particular parishes 
four times within the next two years, and the moneys finally 
delivered to the Treasurer of Virginia to be employed for the 
Godly purposes intended. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 2, No. 37.) 
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[Abstracts from English Pub. Rec. Office, by W. N. Sainsbury.] 



Delphebus Canne to John Delbridge. 

1623, July 2, Virginia. 
Delphebus Canne to John Delbridge, Merchant in Barnstaple, 
p. the way of Canada. His last was by the Abigail which went 
hence in April last. Hopes the Bonaventure and Success are 
both arrived long ere this. All his fish sold; errors in the ac- 
counts of John Penharwood. Suits of apparel. Friese & other 
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Commodities that came in the Success and the Concord, not 
Sold. "All I would to God were turned into Meal, Oat meal 
and peas, for now the land is destitute of food." Prays God to 
send relief— great hope of good store of corn this year. The 
Seaflower expected these three months not arrived. Great crop 
of tobacco this year. Have had hitherto seasonable weather. 
The Furtherance & other Ships looked for daily from Canada 
and from Newfoundland to bring fish, which he doubts will store 
this place with fish sufficient for this year to come. The Indians 
somewhat quiet but thinks their staying at home is that they are 
afraid we shall cut down their corn before it is ripe, and I do not 
think we shall shortly. The Infidels much amazed and know 
not how to remedy themselves in regard, tho' of late Some thir- 
teen English with the Governor's Consent went in a Shallop 
under cover to make peace with them, when a great many In- 
dians came to the river side and after our English people sent 
for by the Indians had got into the Shallop to go home a watch- 
word was given, the English shot and killed some forty Indians, 
among them Apachaniken, 1 Commander of all the other Indians 
in the land, and two others of the chiefest. No news of their 
policy or interest these five weeks. Hopes they may gather 
their crops in from the danger of the Indians, so they may get 
in most part of their debts, for he has a great desire to make 
clear of the Country. 

3 pp. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 2, No. 36). 



Governor and Council of Virginia to the Virginia 

Company. 

1623-4, J an 'y 3°. James City. 
Sir Francis Wyatt, Governor, and Sir Francis West, Sir 
George Yeardley, Sir George Sandys, D r John Pott and Roger 
Smith, Council of Virginia, to the Virginia Company. Have 
received their Letters by the ' ' Bonny Bess ' ' & the ' ' George, ' ' 
but have been enforced through the absence of the Governor to 
defer their reply. Have to the uttermost of our abilities re- 
venged themselves upon the Savages, having upon this river cut 
down their Corn in all places, which was planted in great abun- 
dance upon hopes of a fraudulent peace with intent to provide 
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themselves for a future war, and to sustain their confederates, 
burning down the houses they had re-edified, and with the 
Slaughter of Many, enforcing them to abandon their Plantations, 
and had so served the rest but for want of means to feed the 
Soldiers. As soon as our corn was ripe the Gov. set forward to 
the river Potomack to Settle the trade with our friends and to 
revenge the treachery of the Pascoticons & their associates, 
the greatest people in these parts, who had cut off Capt. Spell- 
man* and Mr. Punte's Pinnace, in which expedition the Gov' 
put many to the Sword, burnt their houses & a marvellous quan- 
tity of corn, too far in the woods to bring to our boats. The 
main reason that invited the Gov. into that river was an Agreem't 
made last by Mr. Treasurer with the Potomacks, our ancient 
allies (of whom great numbers were murdered by those nations), 
to be our guides in a war against the Pamunkes, which would 
have been very advantageous to us, but the Gov. thro' the un- 
seasonableness of the weather was obliged to leave his intention 
for Pamunkes. No small difficulty to maintain a war by unwill- 
ing people, who being to feed and cloth their families cry out 
against their Commanders for loss of time in a war where noth- 
ing is to be gained. The chief time of doing the enemy most 
Spoil falling out to their greatest hindrance the Governor was 
petitioned that they might have leave to return least it Should 
prove their utter undoings. Whereas they have been advised 
by the Company to observe rules of justice with these barbarous 
and perfidious enemies, the Gov r & Council hold nothing unjust 
(except breach of faith) that may tend to their ruin. "With 
these neither fair war nor good quarter is ever to be held nor is 
there other hope of their subversion, whoever may inform you 
to the contrary." Their intended house of entertainment not 
built, many principal subscribers being slain in the Massacre; 
yet there is great addition of buildings wherein great numbers 
of new comers may be entertained more conveniently in their 
opinion than in public Guest Houses. Again put the Comp-'y 
in mind how the Ships are pestered, victualled with musty bread 
& stinking beer, heretofore so earnestly complained of, in great 
part the cause of that mortality which is imputed alone to the 
Country ; the old Planters live as long here as in most parts of 
England. New comers should bring malt, cider, butter, cheese, 
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&c, & not make too Sudden a change in their diet. Tho' the 
Scarcity of the past year was great none have perished thro' 
want. To advance the future plenty besides their Proclamation 
for selling abundance of corn, they have restrained trade to pub- 
lic uses, but nothing will more conduce to the plenty of the Col- 
ony than giving 8s. per bushel (for corn) which will greatly 
diminish the planting of tobacco and further all other undertak- 
ing. Staple Commodities they have at all times bent their en- 
deavours to the furtherance of. The Iron works had long 
before now arrived at their perfection if the workmen had not 
been cut off, and with those that remain it is not in their power 
to re-establish them. No Country can be more proper for Vines 
and Silk & they will endeavour to see them fully prosecuted 
according to his Maj. commands. The whole Colony render 
thanks to his Majesty for his Royal care and favour in restrain- 
ing the Sole importation of tobacco to these two Colonies, the 
only present means to enable them to proceed to more real com- 
modities and works of greater Consequence tending to the 
Strength and beauty of this Colony (for what can be expected 
from poverty) & for being the author of this Supply of meal, 
and they hope to approve themselves not unworthy the continu- 
ance of his favour. Render a due return of thanks to the Lord 
of the Council and to the Company for their honorable Care. 
The tax layd upon the Company was malicious and unjust, con- 
sidering the valuation of tobacco at i8 d pr. lb. as by the public 
rating of Commodities may appear, enforced there unto by the 
daily enhancing of their prices, especially of rotten wines which 
destroys their bodies & empty their purses, whereof Robt. 
Benet," they hope without they privity of his brother, hath been 
most culpable, who in his life time boasted that the only sale of 
four butts of wine would be sufficient to clear the whole voyage. 
Proceedings for the recovery of Blaney's debts — as for Puntis' 
account of his maids — are Strangers to his proceedings. Refer 
to Mr. Treasurer's letters. As to to the Glass works, Ship- 
wrights and Composition with the French men, though they 
have had no better success his care and exceeding charge therein 
were not wanting. For the Bloomery they refer it to their next 
letters. Will send a further account of the petitions by Mr. 
Hart. Concerning the disparagement of the Plantation, which 
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proceeds only from the corrupt heart of one 4 who might justly 
have received exemplary punishment for his Venery & Drunk- 
enness, they need say no more than that the informer (who it 
should seem came over purposely for a spy, the poorest means 
of feeding) never saw most of those places where he complains 
of finding such wants and devastations, but will refer his unmask- 
ing of Virginia to a particular unmasking of him by the General 
Assembly in as much as concerns the Country, and by ourselves 
in the Slanders that concern our Government. Have done aU 
in their power to procure reimbursement for the charges of the 
fort undertaken by Capt. Each, with other expenses concerning 
the Abigail, but find a general unwillingness (not to say opposi- 
tion) in almost all but themselves. Men were levied throughout 
the country for the fort but expected Supplies failed, and great 
numbers fell down with Sickness suddenly. Have with much 
earnestness importuned Capt. Smyth's patience to stay upon the 
place, who hath done as much as could be expected of him. 
Refer other things to their next letters, which shall be written 
after the General Assembly [has met], "beseeching God to free 
both you and us from the malice of our adversaries and to give 
his blessing to our endeavours & Sufferings. ' ' 

Copy certified by Ed. Sharpies, Cler. Indorsed "By the 
Furtherance." 

Colonial Papers, Vol. 3, No. I, 5 pp. 



NOTES. 

1 This was a mistake. Opechancanough was not killed at this 
time; but lived to head the Indians in another massacre, on 
April 18, 1644. Not long afterwards, this famous chief, now 
nearly a hundred years old, was captured, and was murdered at 
Jamestown by one of his guards. 

'On March 23, 1623, while on a trading voyage on the Poto- 
mac, Captain Henry Spilman, or Spellman, was killed by the 
Anacostan Indians, probably near the present site of Washing- 
ton, D. C. See Brown's Genesis, II, 1020, for a sketch of Henry 
Spelman. 

See also ib. I, 483, &c, where is given an abstract of Spel- 
man's " Relation," which covers the period 1609-11. 
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'The brother referred to was probably Edward Bennett, a 
merchant of London, member of the Virginia Company, and 
uncle of Richard Bennett, Governor of Virginia. 

* Captain Nathaniel Butler. He was a creature of the War- 
wick and Smith faction in the Virginia Company, and being in 
Virginia in the winter of 1623, made use of the distress and pov- 
erty which succeeded the Massacre, in an attempt to injure the 
liberal majority which then controlled the Company. His " Un- 
masking of Virginia," which appeared in the spring of 1623, 
excited great indignation in the Company and the Colony. But- 
ler's pamphlet called forth in a short time a reply entitled "The 
Answer of Divers planters who have long lived in Virginia," 
&c. This reply which quotes and answers seriatim, Butler's 
charges, is printed in NeilV s Virginia Company, 394-407. The 
General Assembly of Virginia, also sent to England an "Answer 
of the General Assembly in Virginia to the declaration of the 
State of the Colony under Sir Thomas Smith's government, by 
Alderman Johnson and others." This is also printed by Neill, 
407-411. 



Reply of Sir Thomas Smythe and Alderman Johnson 
to the Petition of John Bargrave, 1621. 



[Reference was made in the January number of this Magazine 
to the dispute between Captain Bargrave and Sir Thomas 
Smythe, and a petition of the former was printed. The matter 
was taken into Chancery, and in 1621, Bargrave presented 
another to the Committee of Grievances of the House of Com- 
mons, reiterating his charges against the former government of 
Virginia, and making additional ones. To this petition Sir 
Thomas Smythe and Alderman Johnson replied in November, 
1621. Quite a full summary of this reply is given in Brown's 
First Republic, pp. 446-7, but as few papers from the Smythe 
faction have been published, it is thought well to give this 
here.] 



